
PBCBA Town Hall Discussion Part II: 
Florida Rules of Civil Procedure 
Amendments 
presented by the Judicial Relations and 
Circuit Civil Practice Committees

PANELISTS: 

HON. G. JOSEPH CURLEY, 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

HON. SARAH SHULLMAN, 15TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

MODERATORS:

BRIDGET A. BERRY, ESQ., GREENBERG TRAURIG, P.A.

RON PONZOLI, ESQ., GRAYROBINSON, P.A.

WE WILL BEGIN 
SHORTLY!



Agenda
 Brief Overview of (Amended) Amendments to Florida Rules of Civil Procedure 

 1.090 Enlargements of Time

 1.110(d) Affirmative Defenses

 1.200 Case Management & Pretrial Procedure

 1.201 Complex Litigation

 1.202 Conferral Prior to Filing Motions

 1.280 General Provisions Governing Discovery 

 Including:

 Tips and Tools for Navigating the New Rules

 Incorporation of Rules in 15th Circuit’s Uniform DCMO and Order Setting Trial

 Incorporation of Rules in 15th Circuit’s Amended A.O. 3.110 

 Q&A

 1.340 Interrogatories 

 1.440 Setting Actions for Trial

 1.460 Motions to Continue Trial 

 1.510 Summary Judgment

 1.820 Hearing Procedures for Non-Binding Arbitration 

2



1.110(d) Affirmative Defenses 3



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE

(a) Applicability; Exemptions

(b) Case Track Assignment

(c) Changes in Track Assignment

(d) Case Management Order

 There are 18 categories of exemptions. 

 Timing: CMO must issue within 120 days of case filing. 

 15th Cir. issues the DCMO/Trial Order on the DAY THE CASE IS FILED
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RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE

 Track Changes: 

 Tracks can be changed upon motion or the court’s motion.

 “Must be filed promptly after the appearance of good cause.” 
Rule 1.200(c).

 A.O. 3.110 addresses procedure for track changes
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RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 6



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 7



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 8



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 9



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 10



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 11



Motions to Extend 
Deadlines

ASK: “Will the extension affect 
the ability to comply with 

other deadlines?”

May upload agreed order; 
however, in 15th Cir., summary 

judgment, Daubert, and discovery 
deadlines must be set for hearing

Parties must seek an amendment 
of the DCMO under 1.200(e)(3) 

and/or file a motion to continue trial
under 1.460

NO YES



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE

 A motion to extend a deadline, amend the CMO, or alter a projected
trial period, must contain these 4 items:

 the basis of the need for the extension, including when the basis 
became known to the movant;

 whether the motion is opposed;

 the specific date to which the movant is requesting the deadline or 
projected trial period be extended, and whether that date is agreed by 
all parties;

and

 the action and specific dates for the action that will enable the movant 
to meet the proposed new deadline or projected trial period, including, 
but not limited to, confirming the specific date any required participants 
such as third-party witnesses or experts are available.
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DCMO

Actual
Trial Period

Projected 
Trial Period

Motions to Continue 14



DCMO 
15th Cir.

Actual Trial 
Period

Projected Trial 
Period

Rule 1.460

Motions to Continue 15



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 16



RULE 1.090 ENLARGEMENTS OF TIME 17



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 18



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE

Let’s talk about hearing time.
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RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 20



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 21



RULE 1.200. CASE MANAGEMENT; PRETRIAL PROCEDURE 22



RULE 1.201 COMPLEX LITIGATION 23



RULE 1.202 CONFERRAL PRIOR TO FILING MOTIONS 24



RULE 1.202 CONFERRAL PRIOR TO FILING MOTIONS 25



DISCOVERY AMENDMENTS 26



RULE 1.280 GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING DISCOVERY

 May amendments:

 (a) Initial Discovery Disclosures

 (c) Scope of Discovery (Proportionality)

 (g) Supplementing of Responses

 (k) Signing Disclosures and Discovery Requests; Responses; and Objections

 December amendments:

 (f) Timing and Sequence of Discovery

 (k) Signing Disclosures and Discovery Requests; Responses; and Objections 
ADDS initial disclosures and SANCTIONS
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RULE 1.280 GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING DISCOVERY 28



RULE 1.280 GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING DISCOVERY 29



RULE 1.280 GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING DISCOVERY

 Proportionality:

Discoverable = 

Any non-privileged matter relevant to a claim or defense 

+

“proportional to the needs of the case, considering the 
importance of the issues at stake in the action, the amount in 
controversy, the parties’ relative access to relevant 
information, the parties’ resources, the importance of the 
discovery in resolving the issues, and whether the burden or 
expense of the proposed discovery outweighs its likely 
benefit. Information within the scope of discovery need not 
be admissible in evidence to be discoverable.”
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RULE 1.280 GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING DISCOVERY

 (k) Signing Disclosures and 
Discovery Requests:

 Every disclosure and discovery request, 
response, and objection has to be 
signed by at least 1 attorney of record 
or by the pro se litigant.

 They have to include the attorney’s or 
SRL’s address, email and phone 
number. 

 The person who is signing verifies that, 
“to the best of the person’s knowledge, 
information and belief formed after a 
reasonable inquiry”:
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RULE 1.280 GENERAL PROVISIONS GOVERNING DISCOVERY

 (k) Signing Disclosures and Discovery Requests:

Whoever signs needs to be the one who did the 
inquiry and can be sanctioned for a violation.

 The rule expressly states at the end: 

 That is a MUST, not a MAY. Courts MUST impose a 
sanction. 
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RULE 1.340 Interrogatories 33

Designed by Freepik



RULE 1.350 PRODUCTION OF DOCUMENTS etc.

 (b) Procedure
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RULE 1.380 FAILURE TO MAKE DISCOVERY; SANCTIONS

 (a)(2) If a party fails to make a disclosure required by rule 1.280(a) [initial 
disclosures], any other party may move to compel disclosure and for appropriate 
sanctions.

 (d) Failure to Disclose or to Supplement an Earlier Response

 If a party fails to provide information or identify a witness as required by rule 
1.280(a) or (g), the party is not allowed to use that information or witness to 
supply evidence on a motion, at a hearing, or at a trial, unless the failure was 
substantially justified or harmless. In addition to or instead of this sanction, the 
court, on motion and after giving opportunity to be heard:

(1) may order payment of the reasonable expenses, including attorneys’ 
fees, caused by the failure;

(2) may inform the jury of the party’s failure;

(3) may impose other appropriate sanctions, including any of the orders 
listed in rule 1.380(b)(2)(A)-(b)(2)(D).
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RULE 1.440 SETTING ACTION FOR TRIAL

 You likely know this by now,

NO MORE AT ISSUE RULE.

 Rule 1.440(a) says: The failure of the pleadings to be closed will not preclude the court from 
setting a case for trial.

 (b) For any case not subject to Rule 1.200/1.201, or when an earlier trial date is sought, a party 
may file a motion to set the action for trial. Must address certain requirements in the rule.

 (c) Setting Trial Period.

 The court can set the trial period earlier than the actual/projected trial period in the CMO 
on its own motion or the motion of a party.

 If you have a “projected trial period,” the trial court has to set the actual trial period at 
least 45 days before the trial period set forth in the CMO.

 Any case not subject to 1.200/1.201, once ready to be set, court must enter an order 
setting the trial period.
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RULE 1.460 MOTIONS TO CONTINUE TRIAL

“Motions to continue trial are disfavored and should 
rarely be granted and then only upon good cause 

shown. Successive continuances are highly disfavored. 
Lack of due diligence in preparing for trial is not grounds 

to continue the case.”
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RULE 1.460 MOTIONS TO CONTINUE TRIAL

 Motion must be in writing unless made at a trial and, except for good cause shown, must be signed 
by the named party requesting the continuance.

 Must be filed promptly after the appearance of good cause to support such motion. Failure to 
promptly request a continuance may be a basis for denying the motion to continue.

 All motions for continuance, even if agreed, must state with specificity:

 the basis of the need for the continuance, including when the basis became known to the movant;

 whether the motion is opposed;

 the action and specific dates for the action that will enable the movant to be ready for trial by the proposed 
date, including, but not limited to, confirming the specific date any required participants such as third-party 
witnesses or experts are available; and

 the proposed date by which the case will be ready for trial and whether that date is agreed by all parties.

 Efforts to Avoid Continuances. To avoid continuances, trial courts should use all appropriate 
methods to address the issues causing delay, including requiring depositions to preserve testimony, 
allowing remote appearances, and resolving conflicts with other judges as provided in the Florida 
Rules of General Practice and Judicial Administration.
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RULE 1.460 MOTIONS TO CONTINUE TRIAL

 Setting Trial Date. When possible, continued trial dates must be set in collaboration 
with attorneys and pro se litigants as opposed to the issuance of unilateral dates by 
the court.

 Dilatory Conduct. If a continuance is granted based on the dilatory conduct of an 
attorney or named party, the court may impose sanctions on the attorney, the 
party, or both.

 Order on Motion for Continuance. When ruling on a motion to continue, the court 
must state, either on the record or in a written order, the factual basis for the ruling.

 An order granting a motion to continue must either set a new trial period or set a 
CMC.

 If the trial is continued, the new trial must be set for the earliest date practicable, 
given the needs of the case and resources of the court.

 The order must reflect what further activity will or will not be permitted.
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RULE 1.510 SUMMARY JUDGMENT 40



RULE 1.510 SUMMARY JUDGMENT 41



RULE 1.820 Hearing Procedures for Non-Binding Arbitration 

 Fla. S.Ct.’s comment: 

“As to rule 1.820(h), we retitle the subdivision "Notice of Rejection of the 
Arbitration Decision and Request for Trial" and amend it to clarify the process 
for rejecting an arbitrator's decision and requesting a trial de novo. Under the 
amended rule, an arbitration decision will be deemed rejected only if a 
"notice of rejection of the arbitration decision and request for trial" is filed with 
the court within 20 days of service of the arbitrator's written decision.”
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WHEN DO THE NEW RULES TAKE EFFECT/APPLY?

The Supreme Court said at pages 6 to 7 of the SC2203-962 order:

 The initial disclosure requirement does not apply to any case filed before January 1, 2025.

 All other amendments, including the duty to supplement, take effect in all cases on January 1. If you 
uncover new information, you better supplement your discovery responses.

 CMO’s already in effect on January 1, 2025, continue to govern pending actions; however, any 
extensions of deadlines specified in those existing case management orders are governed by 
amended rule 1.200 or amended rule 1.201.”

 For actions commenced before January 1, 2025, and in which the court has not issued a case 
management order by that date, a case management order must be issued by April 4, 2025.

 The new deadlines in 1.510 govern motions “filed on or after” January 1 but DO NOT APPLY to 
“motions filed before that date.” SC2024-662, p.3.

 Same goes for the conferral requirement. If the motion was filed BEFORE JANUARY 1, then there was 
no need to confer before filing the motion.
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WHEN DO THE NEW RULES TAKE EFFECT/APPLY?

So….:

 For cases filed before January 1, 2025:

 The initial disclosure requirement does not apply 

 All other amendments, including the duty to supplement, apply

 CMO already in effect prior to Jan. 1, 2025 governs

 No CMO = Must be issued by 4/4/25

 Extensions of deadlines governed by amended rules

 SJ motions filed after Jan. 1, 2025 follow new rule

 Conferral rule applies to motions filed after Jan. 1, 2025

 Rule 1.110 went into effect July 1, 2024
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Q&A TIME


